For Release: Wednesday 4 July 2007
The Dance Consortium present
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater



WORLD PREMIERE
Tuesday 4 - Saturday 15 September 2007
Performances: Tue – Sat at 7.30pm, Sat matinees at 2.30pm, Sun at 4pm
Tickets: £10 - £38  
Ticket office: 0844 412 4300 or www.sadlerswells.com 
“We have no more successful dance company today than the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater.”  

The New York Observer

“The dancers are amazing, the performances so hot they burn.  It’s unbelievable, unforgettable, unmissable.” 









                      The Times
One of the world’s premier dance companies, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater (AAADT) is set to bring British audiences to their feet once again this autumn, as they return to the UK for a national tour organised by the Dance Consortium, starting with two weeks of performances at Sadler's Wells from Tuesday 4 until Saturday 15 September 2007. The company will then visit Plymouth Theatre Royal, Birmingham Hippodrome, Edinburgh Festival Theatre, Newcastle Theatre Royal, Nottingham’s Royal Concert Hall and the Bradford Alhambra, before culminating with two performances at Salford’s Lowry Theatre on 9 and 10 October 2007. 
Led by celebrated Artistic Director Judith Jamison, the 30 member Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater will present three programmes combining popular music, gospel and jazz, fusing ballet and modern dance. The Best of Ailey and Homage to Ailey programmes will be presented in London and throughout the four-week tour, with the addition of The Jazz Programme for the Sadler's Wells performances.  The mixed selections give fans the chance to delight in favourite Alvin Ailey masterpieces, including important works by Twyla Tharp, John Butler, Billy Wilson and Maurice Béjart, and the world premiere of a new piece by Camille A. Brown. 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater grew from a ground-breaking performance in 1958 led by Alvin Ailey who sought to enrich the modern dance tradition and celebrate his African-American heritage.  Because of his talent as a dancer and a choreographer of 79 works, Alvin Ailey was recognised with America’s highest honours for his artistic and cultural contributions.  Since his death in 1989, his legacy has flourished under the visionary leadership of Judith Jamison, his muse and acclaimed member of the Company for 15 years.  Having performed over 200 works by 70 choreographers for more than 21 million people in 70 countries, AAADT’s “phenomenal popularity is unmatched by any other company in the world,” according to The New York Times. The organisation boasts Ailey II, a junior company, The Ailey School, a US-wide education programme, and the operation of America’s largest centre for dance.
Highlights across the three programmes for the forthcoming UK dates include four new productions, two company premieres, and a world premiere.  Associate Artistic Director Masazumi Chaya, who first joined the Company in 1972 as a dancer, later acted as choreographic assistant to Mr. Ailey and then Rehearsal Director, is marking his 35th anniversary with a restaging of four new productions. These will be showcased as follows; Within the Homage to Ailey programme: The River, Ailey’s legendary collaboration with musical genius Duke Ellington celebrating birth, life and rebirth and a 30th anniversary production of Pas de Duke, originally created by Alvin Ailey for Judith Jamison and Mikhail Baryshnikov to celebrate America’s bicentennial in 1976.  Within the Jazz Programme:  Portrait of Billie, John Butler’s poignant portrayal of iconic singer Billie Holiday; Talley Beatty’s The Road of Phoebe Snow, a gripping love story set to the quintessential American music of Duke Ellington and Billy Strayhorn, and The Winter in Lisbon, Billy Wilson’s joyful tribute to Dizzy Gillespie.   
Continued over…

Also within the Jazz Programme, at Sadler's Wells only, Ailey School alumni Camille A. Brown, hailed by Dance Magazine as “one to watch”, presents the world premiere of her new piece set to music by Ray Charles with original composition by Brandon McCune. Two company premieres see the AAADT dancers perform in Maurice Béjart’s Firebird set to Stravinsky’s The Firebird Suite and The Golden Section by Tony Award-winning choreographer Twyla Sharp, performed to a propulsive score by David Byrne. Also featured throughout the tour is Ailey’s signature masterpiece Revelations, which captures the soulful power of black spirituals and the “blood memories” of his Texas childhood. 
Known for their passion, energy and talent, the Ailey dancers include Renee Robinson, who is being celebrated as the only woman to have danced with AAADT for 25 years; Clifton Brown, hailed as “a star among stars” by The Sunday Times and nominated for a Critics Circle Award during his 2005 UK visit; Matthew Rushing, a 15-year company mainstay acclaimed as one of America’s “greatest dancers” by The New Yorker; and Linda Celeste Sims who is celebrating her 10th anniversary with the company.
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s UK tour is organised by the Dance Consortium.  It has already presented during 2007 Australian Dance Theatre, Nederlands Dans Theater 2 and the Breakin’ Convention 07 Tour.  Future plans include UK tours by LaLaLa Human Steps and Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of Taiwan in Spring 2008. Its UK tours are supported by Arts Council England and its website by the Scottish Arts Council. 
For further information please visit www.WorldWideDanceUK.com.
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s performances at Sadler’s Wells are supported by Bloomberg.

Programme 1 - Homage to Alvin Ailey:
Night Creature – choreographed by Alvin Ailey, 

Pas de Duke – choreographed by Alvin Ailey, restaged by Masazumi Chaya
The River– choreographed by Alvin Ailey, restaged by Masazumi Chaya
Revelations – choreographed by Alvin Ailey

At Sadler's Wells: Tue 4, Fri 7, Tue 11, Fri 14 September at 7.30pm & Sat 8 September at 2.30pm
Programme 2 - Jazz Programme:
New work  - choreographed by Camille Brown
Portrait of Billie – choreographed by John Butler, restaged by Masazumi Chaya
The Road of the Phoebe Snow - choreographed by Talley Beatty, restaged by Masazumi Chaya
The Winter in Lisbon – choreographed by Billy Wilson, restaged by Masazumi Chaya

At Sadler's Wells: Wed 5, Sat 8, Wed 12 September at 7.30pm & Sat 15 September at 2.30pm
Programme 3 - Best of Ailey:
Firebird  - choreographed by Maurice Béjart

The Golden Section – choreographed by Twyla Tharp

Revelations – choreographed by Alvin Ailey


At Sadler's Wells: Thu 6, Thu 13, Sat 15 September at 7.30pm & Sun 9 September at 4pm

Images: Press Images can be downloaded for free from www.sadlerswells.com/pressimages 

Video: http://www.sadlerswells.com/show/Alvin-Ailey-Sep07/video#title 
Press Nights: Tuesday 4, Wednesday 5 & Thursday 6 September 2007 at 7.30pm 
Press Contact: For further information or to arrange interviews, please contact Erin Crivelli at 
Sadler's Wells on 020 7863 8125 or erin.crivelli@sadlerswells.com
Notes to Editors
Full UK Tour details:
Plymouth Theatre Royal 

18 - 19 September

T: 01752 267222

Homage to Ailey Programme
Birmingham Hippodrome

21 -22 September

T: 0870 730 1234

Best of Ailey Programme

Edinburgh Festival Theatre

25 - 26 September

T: 0131 529 6000

Homage to Ailey Programme

Newcastle Theatre Royal

28 - 29 September
T: 0870 905 5060

Best of Ailey Programme

Nottingham, Royal Concert Hall
2 - 3 October
T: 0115 989 5555

Homage to Ailey Programme
Bradford, Alhambra

5 - 6 October

T: 01274 432000

Best of Ailey Programme
Salford, Lowry

9 - 10 October
T: 0870 111 2000

Best of Ailey Programme
Judith Jamison was appointed Artistic Director of Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in December 1989 at the request of her mentor, Alvin Ailey. A native of Philadelphia, she studied with Marion Cuyjet, was discovered by Agnes de Mille and made her New York debut with American Ballet Theatre in 1964. She became a member of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 1965 and danced with the company for 15 years to great acclaim. Recognizing her extraordinary talent, Mr. Ailey created some of his most enduring roles for her, most notably the tour de force solo, Cry. 

After leaving the Company in 1980, Ms. Jamison appeared as a guest artist with ballet companies all over the world and starred in the hit Broadway musical Sophisticated Ladies. In 1988, she formed her own company, The Jamison Project; a PBS special depicting her creative process, Judith Jamison: The Dancemaker, aired nationally the same year. As a highly regarded choreographer, Ms. Jamison has created works for many companies. Her autobiography, Dancing Spirit, was edited by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and published by Doubleday in 1993. Today, Judith Jamison presides over a renewed Ailey organization. Her presence has been a catalyst, propelling the organization in new directions. The recent move to Ailey's permanent home, a state-of-the-art building located at 55th Street and 9th Avenue, was a realization of a long-awaited dream.
Masazumi Chaya was born in Fukuoka, Japan, where he began his classical ballet training. Upon moving to New York in December 1970 and joined Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 1972, performing with the Company for 15 years. In 1988, he became the Company's Rehearsal Director after serving as assistant rehearsal director for two years. A master teacher, both on tour with the Company and in his native Japan, he served as choreographic assistant to Alvin Ailey and John Butler. In 1991, Mr. Chaya was named Associate Artistic director of the Company. He continues to provide invaluable creative assistance in all facets of its operations. 

