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PUBLIC VOTING OPENS FOR SADLER’S WELLS ONLINE GLOBAL DANCE CONTEST
The Sadler’s Wells online Global Dance Contest has now entered its second stage. Until 13 November 2009 members of the public can vote for their favourite from the 10 shortlisted entries via www.globaldancecontest.com. The winner will be announced on 18 November 2009.
Launched in March 2009, the UK’s leading dance house set out to discover new dance talent from across the globe. Open to anyone aged 18 and over, in six months 170 applicants from 34 different countries submitted their own original dance clips via YouTube for the chance to win a cash prize and perform live on the main stage as part of Sadler’s Wells Sampled, the theatre’s yearly showcase of the best in dance from around the world. The range of the entries was truly global, with applicants from as far as Nigeria, Venezuela, China and Australia utilising the online platform to perform to an audience of dance enthusiasts from around the world. 
A shortlist of 10 videos has been selected by a prestigious panel of judges, including choreographer Arlene Phillips, UK broadcaster and journalist Miranda Sawyer and Artistic Director and CEO of Sadler’s Wells Alistair Spalding. In order to decide on the shortlisted pieces, the panel of judges were asked to assess all of the submissions in terms of their creativity and originality, performing skill and entertainment value. Only one of the 10 shortlisted entries will be performed live on stage at Sadler’s Wells in January 2010. 
Kingsley Jayasekera, Director of Marketing and Communications at Sadler’s Wells comments; "We are very excited that the Global Dance Contest really has given us a window on the world and the diversity of dance out there. With 170 entries from 34 countries our judges were spoilt for choice in selecting the finalists. Now it’s down to the public to watch the ten videos on globaldancecontest.com and vote for  their favourites."
The shortlisted works span a great variety of styles and dance forms and include a South African duo who use a clapped-out VW Beatle as a stage, a surreal and expressive piece by a Taiwanese dance group set to Ravel’s Bolero, from Australia a tango influenced memorial to the Tiananmen Square protests, and an accomplished dance battle from a UK break dancing crew. 
The prize:

The award for the Global Dance Contest 2009 includes a £2,000 cash prize, an all-expenses paid trip to London and the opportunity to perform live on stage in January 2010 at Sadler’s Wells Sampled. The overall winner will present their piece in front of an audience of nearly 2000 people on the main stage at Sadler’s Wells. Prior to their performance, they will receive professional support and guidance to help them adapt their work to the theatre stage. The contest will run annually for the next four years. At the end of four years in 2012, the collective winners of the annual competition will be invited to perform their work in London during the Olympic year.
Sadler’s Wells Sampled, is the theatre’s critically acclaimed, annual dance taster weekend. Star–studded line-ups over the three years since its inception have included American Ballet Theatre, hip hop from Franck II Louise and Salah, Wayne McGregor | Random Dance and Rambert Dance Company, tap from Jason Samuels Smith and flamenco from Eva Yerbabuena and Maria Pagés.
To vote for the overall winner visit www.globaldancecontest.com voting closes on 13 November 2009
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