Sadler’s Wells Supports Dance to Help Haiti Appeal
On Sunday 24 January Sadler’s Wells supported some of the finest UK street dance artists working in London, who joined forces to organise a day of workshops in aid of the Haiti earthquake appeal. 
Raising an impressive £2,327 from just one day of dance workshops held at Sadler’s Wells, Dance to Help Haiti offered participants the opportunity to take an hour’s class with leading street dance choreographers including, Zoonation’s Kate Prince, Boy Blue’s Kenrick Sandy and Impact Dance’s Hakeem Onibudo, for a minimum donation of just £5 per workshop. 

The idea for the event came from London-based choreographer/director and Artistic Director of Impact Dance, Hakeem Onibudo and took shape in just a few hours. 

Hakeem says "I was sitting at Euston Station on 15 January, on my way to Daventry to teach at a dance weekender, when I caught a glimpse of the man's newspaper next to me. Photos of tragedy, despair and sadness, as the full extent of the Haiti nightmare hit me. Before I knew it was dialling the phone number of my good friend and dance associate Kate Prince, artistic director of Zoonation. Four hours later, Zoonation company manager Chantal Spiteri, Kate and I had pulled together our line-up of teachers and also received the full backing of Sadler's Wells. Dance to Help Haiti was a reality!

Bringing the hip hop community together so quickly shows the power and strength of our industry. We hope to raise as much money as possible for the victims of this awful tragedy."
 

The full list of workshops and artists taking part in Dance to Help Haiti was:
Zoonation Class - Kate Prince
Popping - Brooke Milner
Soca Dance - Hakeem Onibudo
H20'ography - Kenrick Sandy
New Jack Swing - Kymberlee Jay
Birdgang Class  - Simeon Q
Flo'ography - Nathan Gordon
House - Clara de Paris
It is still possible to support the Dance to Help Haiti appeal, by donating online:

www.justgiving.com/Chantal-Spiteri
 
For further information please contact: Abigail Desch on 020 7863 8119 or via abigail.desch@sadlerswells.com 
Notes to Editors:

Hakeem Onibudo is a choreographer/director and professional host who began teaching dance in 1995, forming the company Impact Dance. His work has encompassed school workshops, TV performances and theatre productions. These include work with BBC TV, Nickelodeon, CH4 (Endemol), ITV, Cosmopolitan Show, Duke of Edinburgh Awards, Sadler's Wells and the Peacock Theatre. He is the creator of the unique street-style dance class XPRESS YO'SELF, which has been running at Danceworks for 13 years. 
Hakeem choreographed the Pet Shop Boy's Fundamental World tour for 2006/07. He also worked alongside the Asian Dub Foundation, director Dave Freeman and designer Es Devlin on the English National Opera's Channel 4 commissioned Gaddafi The Living Myth (The Coliseum 2006). In October 2008 he also directed Atlantic Records Flo Rida's performance of Low at the MOBO's at Wembley Arena. 
Hakeem has created several works for Sadler’s Wells’ annual international festival of hip hop dance theatre, Breakin’ Convention, including his most recent piece Smash performed in May 2009.
Kate Prince is currently choreographing for So You Think You Can Dance on BBC1. In 2008 Kate directed and co-choreographed Into the Hoods at the Novello Theatre which became both the first ever hip hop dance show to open in the West End and the longest running dance show in the West End’s history. She also choreographed the cast of Into the Hoods for a special performance at Nelson Mandela’s 90th Birthday Party in Hyde Park. 

Kate was lead choreographer for the Beijing Olympic and Paralympic handover ceremonies with dancers from ZooNation, CandoCo and The Royal Opera House. 

In 2009 Kate completed filming on the movie StreetDance 3D due for release May 2010. Kate has also choreographed for the girl band The Saturdays for their first two singles If This is Love and Up! and their UK tour supporting Girls Aloud. Kate is also a board member of Dance UK.

Kenrick “H2O” Sandy is a choreographer, performer and teacher. His video credits include working with Misteeq, Sugababes, Fergie, Beverley Knight, Big Brovas, Victoria Beckham, George Michael, Sophie Ellis-Bexter, Dizzee Rascal and All Saints. As a theatre performer his national and international experience is extensive, having performed in a number of high profile productions including Slam Dunk Hip Hop Musical, Da Wiz and Bounce.

He has become one of the most sought after commercial choreographers in the UK, creating trade shows for Adidas, Reebok and Nike as well as creating event style productions for Rush Hair show 2007, for ITV “Will the real youth please stand up’, The Castrol Owners Dinner 2007, GBSN Ghanaian Independence Celebration and the Tour de France opening event in Trafalgar Square for the London Majors Office. He also performed and choreographed the 2008 “Britz” award ceremony.

He has won a number of awards including: GWI Winner, Nike Freestyler Heat Winner & UK Finalist, IDO World Hip Hop finalist (2nd place) 2007, FVA Entrepreneur, Dance Off Champion, Jump Off Crew Champion and The Laurence Olivier Award 2007.

His choreographic work for the theatre includes Pied Piper 2006, Medea 2007 and Da Blacks 2007 for Theatre Royal Stratford East. 
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